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VOICE: 

JAMES EARL CARTER HAS NARROMLY WOM THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, 
AND HIS VICTORY IS ATTRIGUTED TO THE TRADITIONAL FORCES OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY COMING INTO PLAY. THAT'S THE BELIEF OF OR. 
ARTHUR MILLER, DIRECTOR OF THE ELECTION STUDIES UNIT OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN'S SURVEY RESEARCH CENTER, OR. MILLER 
SPENT ELECTION NIGHT AT THE VOA STUDIOS IM WASHINGTON, RESULTS 
OF PAST PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS SHOW THAT THE NORTHEASTERN 
STATES, THE MIDDLE-ATLANTIC STATES, THE SOUTH, AND THE SOUTHERN 
BORDER STATES HAVE GE'HERALLY VOTED DEMOCRATIC, DOCTOR MILLER 
POINTS OUT, THESE WERE THE ARFAS WHERE JIMMY CARTER ION MOST 
OF HIS VOTES. TRADITIONALLY, THE MIDVEST, THE STATES OF THE 
GREAT PLAINS, THE MOUNTAIN STATES, AND THE WESTERN STATES HAVE 
TENDED TO VOTE REPUBLICAN, At'D RFPUBLICAN CANDIDATE FORD DID 
BEST IN THESE REGIONS. 

ORGANIZED LABOR WORKFD HARD TO GFT VOTERS TO THE POLLS 
TO VOTE FOR DEMOCRATS. WEATHER CONDITIONS AROUND THE COUNTRY 
WERE GENERALLY GOOD, AND THAT TENDED TO FAVOR THE DEMOCRATS -- 
BECAUSE THEY OUTNUMBER REPUBLICANS IN PARTY MEMBERSHIP At!D VOTING 
REGISTRATION. IN THE UNIVERSITY GF MICHIGAN'S PRE-ELECTION 
SURVEY, MANY PEOPLE INDICATED AM ATTITUDE OF INDIFFERENCE AS TO 
WHO MIGHT BE ELECTED PRESIDENT. OR. MILLER TALKED ABOUT THAT 


INDIFFERENCE AND THE QUESTION OF THE "UNDECIDED" VOTER: 
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"WHEN YOU LOOK AT THOSE PFOPLE YOU FIND THAT TWO THIRDS OF THEM, 
SIXTY SIX PERCENT OF THEI:, WERE REGISTERED DEMOCRATS. NOW OBVIOUSL’ 
IF THE DEMOCRATS CAN TURN THOSE PEOPLE OUT WE FIGURE THAT THE 
DEMOCRATS WOULD HAVE AN EDGE CF SOMEWHAT BETTER THAN FOUR- 
TO-THREE IN THEIR FAVOR. AND SO ONCE YOU GET THESE UNDECIDEDS TO 
GO OUT, AND ITS VERY DIFFICULT TO GET THEM TO GO OUT, BUT IF 

YOU CAN MOTIVATE THEM TO GO OUT ... AND THE CLOSER THE RACE 
BECOMES IN TERMS OF PERCEPTION OF IT BEING A HORSE RACE, THE 

MORE LIKELY THEY ARE TO GO OUT ... AND IN GETTING THEM OUT TO 
VOTE, THAT'S WHERE THE ADVANTAGE FOR THE DEMOCRATS COMES FROM. 
NOW THE SAME THING IS TRUE, FOR INSTANCE, AMONG PEOPLE WHO WERE 
REGISTERED BUT SAID THAT THEY WEREN'T GOING OUT TO VOTE. THOSE 
PEOPLE DID NOT NECESSARILY PERCEIVE THE NON-RACE, IN TERMS 

OF ONE CANDIDATE BEING EXACTLY THE SAME AS THE OTHER AND 

THERE WERE A NUMBER OF OTHER REASOMS WHY THEY FELT THEY JUST 
DIDN'T WANT TO GO OUT TO VOTE. AND AGAIN, IF YOU COULD GET 

THOSE PEOPLE OUT, THE SURVEY SHOWS THAT CARTER IS THE PERSON 

WHO IS ADVANTAGED BY TURNING TriOSE TYPES OF PEOPLE OUT. BUT 
AGAIN, ITS DIFFICULT TO GET THEM OUT." 


VOICE: 

ALL IN ALL, THIS ELECTIO?M MIGHT CONTAIN NO REAL SURPRISES, 
SAYS DOCTOR MILLER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, 
TAPE: CuT T'ViO -- MILLER 


"VERY FEW SURPRISES, I THINK. CONNECTICUT WENT REPUBLICAN AtD 
MOST PEOPLE THOUGHT IT WOULD GO DEMOCRATIC ... BUT FOR THE 
MOST PART, NO .... THERE HAVEN'T BEEN ANY MAJOR SURPRISES. I 
MEAN THINGS HAVE BEEN UNFOLDING STEADILY ALTHOUGH AT A VERY 
SLOW PACE OVER THE EVENING ... AND NO ONE REALLY IS SURPRISED 
THAT IT'S TURNING OUT THE WAY IT IS. I THINK EVERYONE KNEW 
THAT IF IT GOT DOWN TO A CLOSE RACE, THINGS WERE REALLY TO 

THE ADVANTAGE OF THE DEMOCRATS AttD THAT FORD WOULD HAVE TO 
CARRY EVERYTHING THAT WAS LEAMING AND CARRYING A LOT OF THE 
TOSSUP STATES ... HE JUST HAS HOT BEEN ABLE TO DO THAT AND ONCE 
YOU HAVE PUT TOGETHER THE ORGANIZATIONAL EFFORT THAT OBVIOUSLY 
THE UNIONS AND A NUMBER OF OTHER PARTISAN GROUPS HAVE MADE TO 
GET OUT THE VOTE FOR THE DEMOCRATS, IT REALLY PUTS IT IN 
PROPER PERSPECTIVE WHERE THE DEMOCRATS HAD THE SLIGHT EDGE, 
AND THAT'S WHAT WE HAVE SFEN ALL EVENING. WE HAVE SEEN THIS 
SLIGHT EDGE IN THOSE STATES THAT ARE TOSSUP STATES BUT YET 
GOING OVER TO THE DEMOCRATS, AND IN THE OTHER AREAS, THE 
SOUTHERN AREAS, WE HAVE SEEN THE CARTER SWEEP THAT WE ALL 
EXPECTED. AND I DON'T THINK THERE HAVE BEEN ANY MAJOR UPSETS 
OR SURPRISES." 


VOICE: 
SOME ELECTION NIGHT ASSESS/‘ZNTS OF DOCTOR ARTHUR MILLER, 
DIRECTOR OF THE ELECTIONS STUDY UNIT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 


MICHIGAN'S SURVEY RESEARCH CENTER. 
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